INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

It is clear that the dividing line between play and earnest
is an uncertain one.   Play passes continuously and without
break into work, or into real hunting or real fighting.   The
theory of play which it is the purpose of this section to uphold,
the theory mainly associated with the name of Karl Groos,
is that play is a preparation for the earnest activities of life,
and that when nature began to select species for their
playfulness she had turned a corner in the great experiment
of evolution, and had embarked on the journey which led
to the creation of man.   If this theory be true, it is play
which more and more distinguishes the higher animals as
we rise in the scale of ability, and which most of all marks
out man.   It is " play " that gives man that other great
implement of progress, speech, which some have almost
believed to be equivalent to thought and  intelligence,
so great is the advantage enjoyed by its possessor.   It is
play, if we are right, which is the natural educator and which
therefore points the way for the human educator, the teacher, v
It is worth while dwelling a little longer on that change
in the march of evolution which has just been referred to.
Previously, the selection had been for those most fitted,
as they stood, to the environment.   It was like buying
ready-made clothes.   If they really do fit, well and good,
but the man who buys uncut cloth and employs a tailor is
more likely to look well dressed.   The lower animals inherit
fixed instincts, they must take their " ready-mades " and
wear them.    The higher animals inherit less well-fixed
instincts, better able to be fashioned to fit the life of the
times.   The trying-on process is the period of play, and the
journeyman tailor, the workman carrying out the design
of the Master Craftsman, is the teacher.   He has not a free
hand, he must cut his coat according to his cloth: but his
is the power of ensuring assimilation to the civilized society
of to-day and of reducing misfits of defect or delinquency to
their lowest numbers.  He has not the power, that is to say,
to write whatever he will on a clean slate.  But he has the
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